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1. Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 To inform the Committee on the work of the Community Safety Partnership in the borough. 
 
2. Recommendations  
 
2.1 That the Committee notes the report and suggests any further actions. 
 
3. Reasons for Recommendations and Background 
 
3.1 Community Safety Partnerships (CSPs) are an important feature of the network of partnerships 

that help to tackle crime and reduce reoffending and were set up under Sections 5-7 of the 
Crime & Disorder Act 1998.  This places a statutory duty on a number of responsible 
authorities to work in partnership to reduce crime and disorder.  The ‘responsible authorities’1 
of the Steering Group include: 

 

 Lancashire Police 

 Hyndburn Borough Council 

 Lancashire County Council 

 Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service 

 Clinical Commissioning Group 

 National Probation Service 

 Community Rehabilitation Company 
 
3.2 Additional members of the CSP can include other statutory, voluntary, community and private 

sector bodies that are able to make a positive contribution towards the development and 
effective delivery of the CSP priorities.  

 

                                                
1 As defined by the Crime & Disorder Act 1998, Police Reform Act 2002 and Police & Justice Act 2006 
and Police Reform & Social Responsibility Act 2011 



3.3 They work together to protect their local communities from crime, focusing on local issues and 
priorities.  They reassess local crime priorities and develop community safety plans in 
consultation with partners and the local community. 

 
3.4 Police and Crime Commissioners also work together with their local CSP to develop local 

approaches to reduce and prevent crime.  Section 10 of the Police Reform and Social 
Responsibility Act 2011 sets out a flexible framework for partnership working between CSPs 
and PCCs, allowing for the adoption of locally meaningful arrangements.  They must have 
regard to each other’s priorities when developing their respective plans 

 
Role of Scrutiny Committee 
 
3.5 Sections 19 and 20 of the Police and Justice Act2 brought in powers for scrutiny committees to 

investigate work being undertaken by Community Safety Partnerships.  It should be noted that 
this is a power to look at the work of the partnership as a whole rather than a power to 
scrutinise individual partners.  Scrutiny of the Police is undertaken by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, who will him/herself be held to account by a Police and Crime Panel. 

 
Hyndburn’s Community Safety Partnerships Structure 
 
3.6 The Lancashire Community Safety Partnership Board (LCSPB) is responsible for addressing 

community safety issues through co-ordinating the work of county-wide ‘responsible 
authorities’ and other agencies to tackle priorities and deliver stronger and safer communities.  
The current board structure includes the Lancashire 12 districts and the unitary authorities of 
Blackburn with Darwen and Blackpool by invite and together all are referred to as the 
‘Lancashire 14’.  The LCC Chief Executive Officer chairs the LCSPB, which meets quarterly.  
The Head of Policy and OD represents Hyndburn Borough Council on this group. 

 
3.7 This group has developed a Community Safety Agreement for Lancashire which is included as 

Appendix 1. 
 

3.8 The Pennine Lancashire Community Safety Partnership was established in 2015 between 
Blackburn with Darwen, Hyndburn, Rossendale, and Burnley Councils.  The Board works 
together with offender management services, the fire and rescue service, health providers and 
commissioners, the universities, voluntary and community sector organisations and housing 
providers as the representative body through which each agency discharges its Crime & 
Disorder duties.  Hyndburn Borough Council’s representative at this group is the Community 
Safety Manager. 

 
3.9 Hyndburn Community Safety Partnership is the local body, co-ordinated by the Council, which 

brings together relevant partners across the borough. The Hyndburn CSP has made excellent 
progress in recent years in how it identifies and tackles local community safety priorities.  The 
CSP is chaired by the Council’s Head of Policy and OD and our Community Safety Manager 
co-ordinates much of the work of this group.  See Appendix 2 for where Hyndburn’s local 
priorities sit within the Pennine and County-wide priorities. 

 
  

                                                
2 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/48/section/19 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/13/section/10/enacted
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/939029/lancashire-community-safety-agreement-2022-2025-003.pdf
https://www.penninecsp.org.uk/


3.10 A Strategic Assessment Local Profile for Hyndburn is attached as Appendix 3 and there is a 
separate report provided by Police colleagues.  Hyndburn’s local CSP priorities are: 

 

 Environmental Crime 

 Violent Crime 

 Acquisitive Crime 

 Youth Related Crime 

 Organised Crime 
 
3.11 There are other priorities throughout Lancashire that the Local Community Safety Partnership 

contributes to, such as Road Safety, CCTV and Reducing Reoffending, with Wellbeing and 
Safeguarding threaded into each priority. 

 
3.12 We also contribute toward national campaigns, including the White Ribbon Campaign, Road 

Safety and other high profile campaigns. 
 
How we tackle each priority 
 
3.13 Each priority is assigned a task and finish group with key partners and a dedicated chair.  

These meetings allow each agency to provide the chair with an update on the action plan and 
also share information with other partners in order to provide a holistic approach in tackling the 
issue of concern. 

 
3.14 Each Task & Finish group reports back to the Community Safety Partnership for consideration 

and review.  This in turn provides updates where required for the Pennine Community Safety 
Partnership and the Lancashire-wide Community Safety Steering group. 

  
3.15 We work collaboratively across Council departments to avoid duplication and make best use of 

our resources to tackle issues of concern.  These include Communications, Licensing, 
Planning, Waste Services, Parks and Open Spaces, Housing and Environmental Protection.   

 
Serious Violence Duty 
 
3.16 A new ‘public health duty’ to tackle serious violence has been in force since 31 January 2023 

through the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022.  Alongside this, amendments to 
the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 ensure that Community Safety Partnerships have an explicit 
role.  The duty covers the police, local councils, and local health bodies such as NHS Trusts, 
education representatives and youth offending services.  It aims to ensure that relevant 
services work together to share data, intelligence, and knowledge to understand and address 
the root causes of serious violence including knife crime.  It will also allow them to target their 
interventions to prevent and stop violence altogether. 

 
3.17 Work to implement the Duty is being co-ordinated on a Lancashire-wide basis, with a role for 

the Office of Police and Crime Commissioner.  Lancashire already has a Serious Violence 
Strategy so is well-placed to implement the new duty. 

 
Other related groups 
 
3.18 Within Lancashire there are a number of other groups which support Community Safety and 

Hyndburn Borough Council officers attend where relevant.  This includes the Lancashire 
Contest board, Prevent meetings, Safeguarding networks, Lancashire Strategic Hate Crime 
and Cohesion Group, Lancashire Anti-Social Behaviour Group, Lancashire Health and 
Wellbeing Board, Domestic Abuse Forum and the Violence Reduction Network.  We also 



contribute to regional networks when appropriate, for example around Organised Crime.  There 
is a new groups being created – a Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) Strategic 
Board. 

 
Domestic Homicide Reviews 
 
3.19 Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHRs) were established on a statutory basis under Section 9 of 

the Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act (2004).  The responsibility for the co-ordination 
of reviews, and for appointing an independent chair and report author, lies with the CSP. 

 
3.22 A DHR is a review of the circumstances in which the death of a person aged 16 or over has, or 

appears to have, resulted from violence, abuse or neglect by: 
 
 A person to whom they were related or with whom they had been in an intimate personal 

relationship 
 A member of the same household as themselves. 
 

3.23 The purpose of a Domestic Homicide Review is to consider the circumstances that led to the 

death and identify where responses could be improved in the future – and to see if there are 

gaps in existing service provision. This is explained on the Home Office website.  Once it is 

decided that a review should take place, a Review Panel, led by an Independent Chair, is 

commissioned to undertake the Domestic Homicide Review. The panel overseeing the review 

is made up of members of local, national statutory and voluntary agencies. The panel will 

review each agency's involvement in the case and consider recommendations to improve 

responses to domestic violence in the future. The Independent Chair will also aim to make 

contact with friends and family, to enable them to inform the review and build a complete view 

of the victim. 

Crime and Disorder 
 
3.24 Local crime statistics are presented at each of the regular Hyndburn CSP meetings, with more 

detailed analysis on request, a recent example being looking at an analysis of repeat victims of 
domestic abuse via the Domestic Abuse Forum. 

 
Lancashire Talking  
 
3.25 Lancashire Talking is a key priority of Neighbourhood Policing Teams.  It gives local people a 

voice in how the Policing Team approach the neighbourhood policing priorities, via short 
surveys.  

3.26 The concerns raised by local residents support Neighbourhood Policing Teams to prioritise 
problem solving and targeting activity in their neighbourhood on a daily basis, on 
the problems that matter most to their community.  

3.27 It can be considered a modern-day digital version of the traditional PACT approach to 
identifying community concerns, but is more effective as it involves thousands of residents in 
setting priorities and provides residents with personalised updates about the issues that they 
raise.  

3.28 The free “In the Know” is a community messaging service, whereby residents who have signed 
up receive updates directly to their inbox. 

 
4. Alternative Options considered and Reasons for Rejection 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/revised-statutory-guidance-for-the-conduct-of-domestic-homicide-reviews


 
4.1 N/a 
 
5. Consultations 
 
5.1 N/a 
 
6. Implications 
 

Financial implications (including any 
future financial commitments for the 
Council) 
 

The Hyndburn CSP receives a grant from the 
Police & Crime Commissioner which is used to 
fund small community projects within the 
borough. The Community Safety Manager post is 
funded by Hyndburn Borough Council. 
 
Domestic Homicide Reviews involve engaging 
independent chairs and report authors.  The 
Council reclaims this cost via the Office of the 
Police and Crime Commisioner. 
 

Legal and human rights implications 
 

The Council has legal obligations which are 
detailed in the report. 

Assessment of risk 
 

None – report is for information. 

Equality and diversity implications 
A Customer First Analysis should be 
completed in relation to policy 
decisions and should be attached as 
an appendix to the report.  
 

n/a 

 
7. Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985: List of Background Papers  
 
None 
 
8. Freedom of Information  
 

8.1 The report does not contain exempt information under the Local Government Act 1972, 
Schedule 12A and all information can be disclosed under the Freedom of Information Act 
2000. 

 

http://hyntranet/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=80&func=startdown&id=1407


Appendix 1 
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